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Financial Inclusion as an Indicator for Achieving Economic

Empowerment of Rural Women

Abstract
Both financial inclusion and women’s economic empowerment are among the primary
goals that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim to achieve by 2030.
Empowering women serves as a fundamental pillar for a prosperous and sustainable
world. According to SDG Goal 5, countries around the world strive to “achieve
gender equality and empower all women and girls.” Although progress has been
made in areas such as education, health, survival rates, and political empowerment,
the level of economic empowerment for women has seen minimal change. This study
aims to examine the current state of financial inclusion in civil society organizations,
determine the level of economic empowerment for rural women, analyze the
relationship between financial inclusion and economic empowerment for rural women,
and identify challenges hindering financial inclusion’s contributions to women’s
economic empowerment in rural areas. The study employed a comprehensive social
survey method, targeting rural women beneficiaries of medium, small, and micro-
enterprise programs in civil society organizations in Fayoum Governorate. These
organizations were chosen due to their provision of financial inclusion and banking
services, digitalized administrative procedures, and their focus on promoting
economic empowerment for rural women in the field of small and micro-enterprises.

The sample size was 118 individuals.

Keywords: Financial Inclusion as an Indicator — Achieving Economic

Empowerment — Rural Women
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